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Onloaded: Dain Quentin Gore
Ecstatic Truth
November 21 – December 14, 2014

Laveen, Arizona-based visual artist Dain Quentin Gore transforms
Roosevelt Row’s Hot Box container into a puppet theater for Ecstatic
Truth, the theatrical production he has produced especially for this
exhibit. His solo exhibition, the second installment in phICA’s 2014-
2015 Onloaded series, includes nine, new 2-D and 3-D works, including
4 puppet sculptures and 5 wall works which relate to the puppet play
narrative. Gore explores the fascinating and fantastic world of puppetry
as a way to enrich his painting narratives about the Natural and
Supernatural worlds, on matters which are Cosmic and Apocalyptic. 
He is influenced by diverse subjects he has studied during his lifetime
including various world religions and philosophies, Nature, science,
myths, and folklore, as well as by his passionate pursuit of attending
theater performances and playing video games.

According to the artist, the ‘Ecstatic Truth’ is a term coined by
filmmaker Werner Herzog. “Ever since I heard this simple, direct
explanation it has haunted me. Every story is a lie, even if it is meant
to tell the truth. Herzog suggests that if we embrace the lie–make it an
elegant lie–in a way, a greater truth is revealed. Both Painting and
Puppetry are very much about this.” Gore plays with and blurs
boundaries of thought, perception, and understanding, as well as
challenges the traditional definition of painting. His diverse retellings of
various stories about the same or similar events or doctrines, mostly
religious, are infused with his own interpretations which load his
sculptures and paintings with non-objectivity, whimsy, and absurdity.

Gore says “my work is hopelessly narrative now. There’s no turning
back from that: I must tell a story, even if I don’t like it. I can always tell
it again a different way later. This is just another way. I have never tried
before in quite this way.” This exhibition and production are ambitious
and pivotal in his practice as a professional artist.

Each performance is six minutes in length which is the same length
as Looney Tunes animations. There will be three performances on Third
Friday and First Friday, December 4th, 2014 at 7:00 pm, 8:00 pm, and
9:00 pm.

–Ted G. Decker, Co-Founder/Curator/Director, phICA 
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