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For the first time in human history, more people live in urban environ-
ments than rural, yot we continue to insist that we are the guardians
and stewards of the lond, Contomporary socioly relies on photogrophy
now more than ever to experience the wild and the natural. A confron-
tational topic, such os hunting, immedictely b hab!

and obtainablo. This exhibition focuses on the :omplox ond bizarro
narratives encompassed within hunting culture, The opposition and
obpdvﬁcohon of nature simultaneously mirrors our hogxlo ond

with envi and the various species of
bt

animels they contain. The p ph lectod for this

illustrate raw opinions os d-vorw in range os the ottitudes ond beliefs

shored betweoon hunters, Whether the ortists themselves are active

pon-c-ponl: or coptivated observers, their imeges dopict o corrolotion
ion, survival, tradition, and sport.

Onco o common subject within art, hunting hos changed over time
much like its crootive portrayel. Whether it is a prehistoric drawing
on cave wall, ¢ 16th or 17th contury painting, or a contemporary
photograph, the “hunt” has historically embodied the idea of p
vorsus proy. The continual changes however reference its social
and The most bou: porcop!-on concorns the

conlinvily of life lhrovgh the g ion of food, ¢ | viow of
hunting o survive. Be that os it may, it hos at certain points in time,
been culturally cccopted os a sign of dominonce, disploying man's
compulsive desire to control nature. Yot today, though commonly
argued, it portains instead 1o some people’s sense of identity, family
recreation, and o desire for o physical and psychological connection
to land. Our assimilation into the infi and unforgiving wild, allows
for ¢ curious and beautiful offiliction, and wl\xlo our relationship to
nature is not always understood, we admire its honesty. It's delicate
and frightening, pooco(vl yet violent. Hunting expresses both an

ition to and an integration with nature cll at the same time.
Al fw. line in the sond, where one can stand on either side, but also
a line so easily blurred with o swift kick,
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- WILLIAM LEGOULLON, Curator

IN COULABORATION WITH PHOENIX INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPOARY ART (phICA).
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